$8	NADIR   SHAH
the numbers of the Persians are given as only 15,000 by Mirza Ma]
;and as 18,000 by the Catholicos,1 but it seems that these numbers 03
relate to Nadir's advance guard and that his main force, which (as ?
be seen below) came into action later in the battle, consisted of so:
40,000 men, making the Persian strength 55,000 in all2
Leaving his baggage behind, Nadir hastened to meet the Tur
On the evening of the i8th June he and his men reached the village
Akhikandi, close to the Zanga Chai, and camped on a hill called j
Tappa. Simultaneously, 'Abdullah Pasha's army arrived at Baghavaj
twofarsakhs away, on the further side of a plain,3
On the following morning the Turks, confident in the superiority
their numbers, took the offensive.    Nadir, having first posted a lar
number of his men in ambush, charged down the hill with only three rej
ments and fell impetuously upon the Turks.    What his men lacked
numbers, they more than made up for in courage.    Nadir, with a numt
of jazayirchis, made for a small hill on the plain on which 'Abdullah Pas
liad placed some of his artillery, and captured it, while another body
men advanced against the artillery on the Turks' left wing.    Whilst the
attacks were in progress the Turkish and Persian centres became engage
The Persians' heavy artillery and zay&uraks or camel-swivels poured a me
destructive fire upon the Turkish centre, which was soon thrown in
confusion and forced to retreat.    At Nadir's command, the Persian cavali
as well as the troops in ambush, then charged the Turks as they fell bac
and converted the retreat into a rout.    The Sar'askar himself,  Sa
Mustafa Pasha, a son-in-law of the Sultan, and several other Turki:
officers  of note,  were  amongst  the   slain,   and  a  large  number
Turks were taken prisoners.4    The remnant of the defeated army fl<
in various directions ;  between 3,000 and 4,000 Turks who were tryit
to reach Ashtarak were cut off by Armenians and then killed by the pu
suing Persians,    Nadir had every reason to be pleased with this gre
victory, and informed Prince Golitzin that he had never been so fortuna
since he had begun to wage war,6
After the battle, Nadir had the corpse of 'Abdullah Pasha K5prii]
recovered and, as he had done with Topal 'Osman's remains, sent it to tl
1 Catholicos Abraham, p. 270.
 *	This is the total given by Hanway, Vol. IV, p. 119.
 *	T.N,, p. 157, Duwa-yi-Nadira, p. 147.
4 Ibid,, p. 159. There is some divergence between the various authorities as to the date of tt
battle. While Mirza Mahdi gives the date as the 26th Muharram (i8th June), the Catholic
gives it as the 8th /igth, June, as do General Yeropkin (a copy of his report of the battle w
given by Veshniakov to Lord Kinnoull in the following September—sec S,P. 97, Vol. XV]
and Nadir himself in his letter to Golitzin. There seems no doubt that the iQth June is tl
correct date.
*	See Nadir's letter to Golitzin referred to in Note 7, on page 87,	»

